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tion with their earlier meaning. The word treacle
is a splendid example of this. It comes from a
Greek^word meaning " having to do with a wild
beast/' and this seems to have no connection what-
ever with our present use of the word treacle as
another word for syrup of sugar. The steps by which
this word came to change its meaning so enormously
were these. From the general meaning of " having
to do with a wild beast/1 it came to mean " remedy
for the bite of a wild beast/' As remedies for
wounds and bites were, in1 the old days, generally
thick syrups, the word came in time to mean merely
" syrup," and lastly the sweet syrup which we now
know as " treacle/'

Another word which has changed immensely in
its meaning is premises. By the word premises we
generally mean a house or shop and the land just
round it. But the real meaning of the word prem-
ises is the " things already mentioned." It came
to have its present sense from the frequent use of
the word in documents drawn up by lawyers. In
these, which very frequently dealt with business
relating to houses, the " things before mentioned "
meant the " house, etc.," and in time people came
to think that this was the actual meaning of prem-
ises, and so we get the present use of the word.

The word humour is one which has changed its
meaning very much in the course of its history. It
comes to us from the Latin word humor, which
means a " fluid " or*" liquid." By " humour " we
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